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Claims 

/(^ ^ method of controlling a first apparatus, which is 
operativ^y responsive to first control signals from a first 
remote coritrol device, said method comprising the following 
steps: \ 

- receiving \said first control signals; 

- receiving \f irst reference control signals from a storage 
medium, said first reference control signals corresponding to 
said first control signals; 

- comparing said, first control signals and said first reference 
control signals ;\ and 

- operatively controlling said first apparatus in response to 
said first controlXsignals when said first control signals and 
said first reference control signals equal each other; 
characterised in that, 

said method further comprises the following steps, which allows 
said first remote control device and said first apparatus to 
operatively control Ane or more second apparatus that are 
otherwise operatively responsive to respective second control 
signals from respecti\^ one or more second remote control 
devices: \ 

- providing said first :Aemote control device with additional 
operational functions, and corresponding third control signals, 
that respectively correspond to operational functions of said 
one or more second apparatus, said additional operational 
functions and third controlX signals being either selectively 
and/or permanently available\ 

- receiving and storing in said first apparatus, as part of an 
initialisation procedure and ^ther in response to a request 
and/or as part of a predetermined, sequence, said second control 
signals that have corresponding \third control signals, said 
received second control signalsv being stored as second 
reference control signals in said Storage medium; 

- receiving said third control signals from said first remote 
control device; \ 

- receiving second reference control siVnals from said storage 
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mediuY 

cornering said third control signals and said second 
reference, control signals ; and 

- operativtely controlling, by means of said second reference 
control signals, said one or more second apparatus, via said 
first apparat\s, when said third control signals and said 
second ref erences^control signals equal each other. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said first apparatus 
remotely cori^rols said one or more second apparatus. 

3. A method acfcording to claim 1 or claim 2, characterised in 
that said firsV apparatus is a set top box receiver. 

4 . A method according to any one of claims .1 to 3 , 
characterised in Vhat said one or more second apparatus 
include a video recorder and a television. 



5 . A method accorcJvLng 
characterised in tha\ 
recorder . 



to any one of claims 1 to 4, 
said first apparatus is a video 



6. A method according \ to any one of claims 1 to 5, 
characterised in that ^id one or more second apparatus 
include a set top box receiver and a television. 

7. A method according to \any one of claims 1 to 6, 
characterised in that said frrst apparatus is a television. 



8. A method according to an^ one of claims. 1 to 7, 
characterised in that said onA or more second apparatus 
include a set top box receiver and \ video recorder. 



9. A method according to any of claims^ 1 to 8, characterised 
in that said one or more second apparvatus include a sound 
system. \ 
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10. A method<^according to any of claims 1 to 9, characterised 
in that sad^d one or more second apparatus include home 
automation apparatus . 

11. A method according to any of claims 1 to 10, characterised 
in that said second control signals are received in response 
to a request froni said first apparatus from said one or more 
second remote contirol devices . 

12. A method according to any of claims 1 to 10, characterised 
in that said second\ control signals are received as part of a 
predetermined sequerice from a portable storage medium. 

13. A method according to claim 12, characterised in that said 
portable storage medikm is a smartcard. 

14. A method according to any of claims 1 to 10, characterised 
in that said second control signals are received as part of a 
predetermined sequence Via said first apparatus ' s'^ broadcast 
medium. \ 

A method of controll4rf3g first and second remote controlled 
apparatus, the first apparatus being operatively responsive to 
first control signals associated with a first remote control 
device and the second apparatus being operatively responsive 
to second control signals associated with a second remote 
control device, the method comprising: 

- storing said second control signals in said first 
apparatus ; \ 

- receiving the first control\ signals from the first remote 
control device at said first apparatus; 

- accessing said stored second control signals responsive to 
selected ones of said first control signals; and 

- transmitting said accessed second control signals to said 
second apparatus, wherein the first abparatus remotely controls 
the second apparatus responsive to selected ones of the first 
control signals from the first remoteV control device. 
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A remately controlled apparatus, operatively responsive to 
first continpl signals, comprising; 

- receiving means for receiving said first control signals 
from a first\remote control devices- 
storage \means for storing second control signals 

associated wAth a second remotely controlled apparatus 
operatively responsive to said second control signals; 

- control meaois for accessing said stored second control 
signals responsible to selected ones of said first control 
signals; and 

- transmitting bieans for transmitting said accessed second 
control signals to\said second remotely controlled apparatus, 
whereby the remotely controlled apparatus remotely controls the 
second remotely conttrolled apparatus. 

17. The remotely controlled apparatus of claim 16, wherein 
said control means stpres said second control signals in said 
storage means . 
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18. The remotely contrqlled apparatus of claim 16 or claim 17, 
further comprising : 

- broadcast receiving \neans for receiving broadcast signals, 
wherein said second control signals are received by said 
broadcast receiving meansX 



19. The remotely controlled apparatus of claim 16 or claim 17, 
wherein said receiving means receives said second control 
signals from the second remote control device. 



20. The remotely controlled ^paratus of claim 14 wherein the 
storage means comprises a smart card. 

A remote control system comprising: 

- a first remotely controlled apparatus operationally 
responsive to first control signals associated with a first 
remote control device; 

- a second remotely controlle>^ apparatus operatively 
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responsive i\o second control signals associated with a second 
remote contrd^ device; wherein said first apparatus transmits 
said second control signals, to remotely control the second 
apparatus, resp^^nsive to selected ones of said first control 
signals . 

22. The remote colnt^^^l system of claim 21 in which the first 
remotely controlled apparatus comprises the remotely controlled 
apparatus of any one of claims 16 to 20 




